	Screen Out! Success: New study concludes smoking scenes on the decline in top movies

 

There’s a lot less smoking in the movies these days, a new study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows.   

The August 19 issue of the Washington Post reports tobacco use on the silver screen peaked in 2005 and has been on the decline since, according to CDC research that looked at the most popular films from 1991 to 2009. That's gratifying news to the Alliance, which has been an integral part of the [image: image1.jpg]


Screen Out Coalition.

In October 2006, the Alliance joined the Smoke Free Movies movement under a grant from the American Legacy Foundation, giving a powerful, national voice to the Screen Out campaign. Through letter writing, petition and endorsement campaigns, the members of the AMA Alliance are creating national public awareness and building a strong base of support for the four solutions set forth by the campaign. 

The AMA Alliance set three goals through April 2010 for its participation in the Screen Out campaign which continues as an online initiative for all who are interested in kicking tobacco and smoking images out of movies intended for children: 

· Write 800 letters to the Motion Picture Association of America and other decision makers. 

· Gather 750,000 parent petition signatures in support of the four solutions set forth by the Screen Out campaign.  

· Garner 1,500 Screen Out! endorsements from parent, political, health and school-based organizations

Alliance President Susan Todd said, "The American Medical Association (AMA) Alliance has always been a strong, passionate advocate for the health of America's children and felt it was imperative to join national health groups in the Screen Out Campaign. Alliance members have been working diligently on Screen Out activities since 2006, so it's gratifying to see those efforts paying off in better entrainment options for our children."

According to the report, released August 18, 2010, by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, last year more than half of the 145 top movies released didn't show any smoking at all. That's a record for the past two decades. For films aimed at children or teens, the percentage was even higher - 61 percent. 

Screen Out Quick links:
Take action now
Screen Out petition
Screen Out letter to film top six studios
Letter to MPAA


	IOM Launches Forum on Violence Prevention--Ties in with SAVE--October 13, 2010.

The Alliance's efforts to prevent violence in our communities fit it nicely with Institute of Medicine (IOM) initiatives.

On July 29, the IOM launched the Forum on Global Violence Prevention to illuminate how public health approaches can be used to prevent forms of violence such as child and elder abuse, [image: image2.jpg]


intimate partner and sexual violence, youth violence, and self-directed violence including suicide. Violence in these forms is a leading cause of morbidity and mortality with most of the burden to be found in developing countries. The new forum will emphasize preventive approaches to violence in all parts of the world. The Forum has garnered widespread financial support from the U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, and Justice, as well as several foundations and industries.

The Alliance's own efforts to combat violence prevention through SAVE are long-standing and ongoing.  Today, SAVE serves as a day of action opportunity, when medical families across the country work together to reduce violence in their community. The AMA Alliance is organized in 40 states and 400 counties in the U.S. Many local alliances use SAVE Today to launch a wide variety of SAVE projects, such as working with a local school or shelter. Alliance members have developed more than 700 anti-violence programs, including mentoring programs, teen hotline cards and mental health screenings at health fairs and schools. 

For more information contact the AMA Alliance at amaa@ama-assn.org. 

 SAVE Information and Resources
Children's Activity Books:
You Don't Have To Be Bullied
Hands Are Not for Hitting
I Can Choose
I Can Be Healthy
SAVE Planning Guide 
If ever there were a time to activate as much support as possible for the family of medicine, that time is now!  The AMA Alliance is the only nationwide organization that brings physician couples together.  We address your unique interests and concerns, keep you up to date and provide an organized voice for your support of the physician(s) in your family and the future of medicine.  

A regular member of the AMA Alliance may be any member of a physician or medical student couple, present or former, at least one of whom is a physician or medical student who is or was eligible to be a member of the AMA; or an individual physician or medical student who is eligible  to be a member of the AMA 

AMA Alliance dues are only $10 per year for resident physicians, resident physician spouses/partners, medical students and medical student spouses/partners).

Join now and begin to enjoy the benefits of belonging to the only national organization representing the family of medicine today.




