A Few Fundraising Fundamentals

Articulate the Need! 

Doesn’t it seem that there are more and more groups asking for money these days!  That is why one of the most important things you can do in planning and implementing your fundraiser is to emphasize and personalize the need. Make sure that your group understands the mission and history of the American Medical Association Foundation.   Explain the Fund for Better Health and Development and Scholars Funds and try to give some examples of what each fund does.  Then, personalize your message by giving some examples that your group can relate. Nearly everyone in the medical community can remember the financial strain of medical school.  Put together a few statistics to catch their attention.  What is the yearly tuition at one of your state’s medical schools?  How much has it increased over the last five, 10 or 20 years?  What is the average debt of a medical school graduate?  And, don’t forget to include the names of those students who received AMA Foundation scholarships last year at your state’s medical schools! 

Get Help from Hosts!

If you are planning an event fundraiser—like a dinner dance or auction—consider creating a Host category to help. (Political parties do this all the time and it works!)

During the initial planning stages of your fundraiser contact a number of couples in the medical community and ask if they would consider supporting the event as hosts.  Try to find couples that represent different age groups, clinics and medical specialties.  The host couples contribute a donation over and above the ticket price of the event—and for this their names are printed on invitations and used in publicity.  They will also be recognized at the event.  For example, if the ticket price for a dinner is $75 per person/$150 per couple, the host couples may pay $300.  This extra contribution demonstrates their commitment to the fundraiser and gives them a little extra distinction.  (The Brown County, WI Alliance has used this trick quite successfully for the past few years.  Couples who felt “left out” have requested to be hosts for the next year’s event.)

Do It Again?  Maybe.

Good things are worth repeating.  And that includes fundraisers.  The holiday dinner dance, garden walk or talent show was so popular the first time. It may be even bigger and more successful next year and there may be a lot of enthusiasm to try it again with a different twist or at a different site.  But, inevitably, themes become old.  Professional fundraisers generally use the five year rule.  You can do basically the same fundraiser for about five years, and then it is time to try something new.  So, if your alliance is less than enthusiastic about doing another basket auction or can’t find any talent for the annual talent show it may be time to try something new.  (For ideas contact your friendly AMA Foundation committee state contact!)

FUNDRAISING EVENTS


One Alliance county was able to obtain space at their local country club free of charge.  Vendors were solicited to come and show and sell their merchandise.  They were asked to contribute 10% of their sales.  The profits were then put into the county Alliance scholarship fund.  The event was held in November with much success.  It was open to the public with flyers and advertisements being placed all over a town of about 40,000.  It was opened between 10 AM and 4 PM.  The only thing more that could have been done was to offer food and drink as many visitors asked about it.  


State fundraisers are always popular at Alliance annual meetings.  One state meets at the same time as their state medical association so this event is attended by both organizations and is the largest Alliance fundraiser during the year.  Each Alliance county donates something worth $100 or more.  We began with baskets each year but then progressed to other items that were more desirable.  So now we encourage different or unique articles.  Other vendors are also solicited by the AMAF Vice-President and her committee.  These then are a part of a silent auction with dinner and entertainment that evening.  

	50-50 Raffle Fundraising
50-50 raffle fundraising simply involves the sale of raffle tickets with the proceeds being split evenly between the winner and your organization. Many clubs include a 50-50 raffle at all their regular monthly meetings.  Tickets are sold throughout the 'get acquainted' or informal portion of the meeting.  The profits can be earmarked for an individual ongoing project, or included with other funds raised for your main charitable goal.  
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Your only fundraising expense is the raffle tickets (a double ticket roll, a single ticket roll that you tear in half or a board with the numbers for sale).  Winners are always happy with a cash prize.  All you need is one or more ticket sellers. Raffle tickets normally sell for $1 apiece, with an incentive for multiple purchases such as 3 tickets for $2, or 5 tickets for $4, etc.   Using a price incentive for multiple tickets can often increase your total sales and builds a larger 'pot' to split with the lucky winner.   

All ticket stubs (or duplicate tickets or numbers, depending on your style of raffle tickets) are placed in a hat or other container from which one lucky number is drawn. The 'take' is tallied and one-half awarded to the holder of the lucky number.  The drawing is normally held toward the end of the meeting or event, and the lucky number holder must be present to win.  If not claimed within a set time limit which can be as short as a minute or two, a second number is drawn and awarded the prize.  Generally speaking, the larger the prize, the longer time allowed for the original winner to claim his or her prize.  At a large function, with a sizeable pool of money expected, multiple prizes of perhaps $100 or more could be awarded.  Whatever the prize split, it should be determined ahead of time and used as a sales incentive. (i.e. "Buy a $1 ticket and get 5 chances to win $100). You can also consider a 60-40, 70-30 split, etc but 50-50 seems to be the most popular split. 

Variation:  One group uses a numbered grid, including numbers from 1 - 45, and sells them for $2 each. Once all of the spaces are sold, they draw just 2 prizes - 1st prize is $30 and second prize is $15. This gives a 50/50 split between the total prize pool and the profit that retained for their charity - i.e. $45 each. The winning numbers are the 'supplementary' numbers drawn in the Australian State Lotto, which is telecast live on TV and published in the newspaper. The State Lotto has a total of 45 numbers, and so that is why they only sell that many squares. The benefit of using the telecast/published Lotto results is that everyone can watch the draw from home, and it saves the trouble of drawing numbers themselves.

	Make Believe Tea Party
No finger sandwiches, crumpets or fine china necessary!  All you need are tea bags, invitations, envelopes and stamps.  

The concept:  Send an invitation for a "Make-Believe Tea Party" to your friends, neighbor’s co-workers, etc.  Send a tea bag (inexpensive per tea bag if you buy them in bulk - or you can try to get the tea bags donated) in an envelope along with a classy, yet catchy, invitation explaining that they are invited to a "make-believe tea party" on a certain day (Mother's Day, for example) at a certain time (high noon, for example).  
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	Explain that on that date and time; you will all enjoy a cup of tea (using the tea bag provided) in support of your cause (or in memory/honor of someone).  Remind them that they can take part in this tea party while still enjoying the comforts of their own home! 

Ask each "guest" for a donation in return for "attending" this tea party.  Provide a self addressed envelope for their convenience.  The tea bag is theirs to keep whether they make a donation or not, but the hope is that your efforts will encourage them to send you a donation.  You can either ask for a donation of a specified amount as the "cost" for "attending" this tea party, or leave the donation amount open-ended and up to the individual.  

Be sure to send a "thank-you" to those who make a donation. 


Bake less Bake Sale Fundraising
Send this letter to your members:  You are invited to NOT bake a cake, pie, cookies, or brownies.  You do NOT have to find the recipe.  You do NOT have to shop for the ingredients.  You do NOT have to mix.  You do NOT have to cook.    You do NOT have to cut.  You do NOT have to wrap.  You do NOT have to wash dishes.  You do NOT have to clean up your kitchen.  You do NOT have to deliver the baked product.  You do NOT have to stand in the heat/cold/rain to sell the baked product. You can write a check for $10.00 to "name of organization" and stay home and enjoy doing something yourself or with your family!  
Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising 
A bit of news we have today
A Bakeless Bake Sale is on the way.
These busy days, who has the time to bake
Pies, cookies, or even a cake?

We’ve thought of a plan that’s truly grand, 
and feel quite sure that you’ll understand.
In an envelope please put the price
of a pie, or cake or something nice.

No fuss or bother, you've done your part, 
this is the end of our little tale, 
Help make a success of
BAKELESS BAKE SALE!
Fundraiser sponsored by
 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Please make checks payable to:
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
And mail to: 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Or place your donation in the “CAKE BOX” 

The Bake less Bake Sale Fundraising Poem
Many is the time I heard you say
I would rather give a "Dollar" than bake today
And so, we are asking you to help more or less
To make our Bakeless Bake Sale a big success.

Just send us the money that it would take 
To Bake a loaf of bread or a beautiful cake
or send in the amount of money it takes to buy
A dozen rolls or maybe a pie
we know you can help us if you will but try.

I am buying or baking the items marked below.

Items for Sale Items you Bake/Donate

	____Cupcakes: 2 for a dollar 
	_____3 doz. cupcakes: $4.00 

	____Chocolate cookies: 6 for $1.00
	_____3 doz. chocolate cookies: $6.00

	____Brownies 12 for $3.00
	 _____3 doz. brownies: $8.00

	____Dutch Apple Pie $5.00 
	_____3 Homemade pies: $10.00

	____Strawberry Cheesecake $7.00 
	_____2 strawberry cheesecakes: $15.00




Another Bake less Bake Sale Fundraising Poem
A bit of news we have today... 
A BAKELESS BAKE SALE is on the way. 
In these busy days, who wants to bake, 
a pie or cookies or even a cake. 

You’d be surprised if you counted the cost, 
of ingredients, heat, and the time you’ve lost. 
Baking for sales is extra work. 
Yet nobody really wants to shirk. 

So we’ve thought of a plan that’s really grand, 
and feel quite sure you’ll understand. 
In an envelope, if you like, please include the price... 
of a pie or cake or anything nice. 

Without fuss or bother, you’ve done your part. 
We hope you’ll give with a willing heart. 
Wishing success for our BAKELESS BAKE SALE, 
This is the end of our little tale. 
Chili Cook-off

Just about everyone has a secret family chili recipe. Encourage people to share theirs by having a Chili Cook-off for your next fundraiser. Charge an entry fee to all chefs and award cash prizes to the winners. Assemble local celebrities to make up your judging panel. Have different categories for people to enter i.e. best spicy chili, best vegetarian chili, best chili by a chef under the age of 16, etc. Either have everyone bring in their pre-cooked chili or provide a space for them to cook it onsite. Have the cooking be a part of the judging process by awarding points based on timing, technique, and cleanliness. People love to watch others cook so have an observation area for the audience. Have a timed cooking contest to see who can make the best chili in an hour (or a half hour for an added challenge). Sell bowls or samples of the different chilies for the audience to try and to raise extra money.

The Arlington County Medical Society Alliance

Cordially invites you to
“   “No work, no dirt, no host, no show””

Benefit Garden party

To help our AMA Foundation garden grow!
Skip the wear and tear on your back, knee and nails!

Pick a date; pull up your favorite chair in a warm

Sunny spot and help plant a few seeds for our future growth.

All proceeds benefit the AMA Foundation

The medical student today will be your physician tomorrow!

RSPV by sending your check to:

Xxxxxxx

Make checks payable to: AMA Foundation

Count your Blessings

We have been blessed. Let us share our blessings to help the men and women who wish to become the physicians of tomorrow.

If you are interested in participating, send your contribution made to AMA Foundation to: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Count you Blessings

Add $1:00 if you live in a comfortable house or apartment



_____

Add $.50 for every Television you own






_____

Add $.50 for every VCR/DVD, stereo and computer




_____

Add $1.00 for every car you own







_____

Add $1.00 for each child








_____

Subtract $.25 for every child in diapers






_____

Subtract $.25 for every teenager in your home





_____

Subtract $.25 for every child in college






_____

Add $1.00 for each grandchild







_____

Add $1.00 for every vacation you have taken in the past 12 month’s


_____

Subtract $1.00 if you have had no vacation in the past 12 month’s


_____

Add $.50 for every year you have been married





_____

Subtract $.25 for every ten years your have been married



_____

Subtract $.50 for every evening meeting you/your spouse attended this week
_____
Add $1.00 for every partner in your spouse’s group




_____

Subtract $1.00 if your spouse is in solo practice




_____

Add $5.00 if your spouse is “on call” one weekend a month or less


_____

Subtract $1.00 if your spouse is “on call” every weekend



_____

Total contribution









$_____

$$ Luxury Tax $$

Please take note. There will be some new taxes this year. User fees for those enthusiastic Alliance members who came today. Revenues will help students in Medical school today prepare for the practice of medicine tomorrow!

Please compute your tax according to the following schedule and make your contribution.

Make checks payable to AMA Foundation.
Item




Tax





Total
Earrings



$1 each




_____

Watch



$2





_____

Pins




$3 each




_____

Silver necklace


$5 each




_____

Gold necklace


$7 each




_____

Pearl necklace


$5 each




_____

Bracelet



$2 each




_____

Rings




$3 each




_____

Matching shoes and purse
$5





_____

Scarf clip



$3





_____

Key ring



$3





_____








Grand Total


_____
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Thanks for being so stylish!

What’s in your purse, brief case or tote bag?

Please check each item you have in your purse, briefcase or tote bag you are carrying now. Add up the items marked and contribute $1 for each item. Make checks payable to AMA Foundation

IDENTIFICATION CARD

CHECKBOOK BILLFOL/COIN PURSE

PEN/PENCIL

TISSUE

COUPONS

ASPIRN/TYLENOL

ANTACIDS

ADDRESS BOOK

KEYS

TOOTHBRUSH

HAIR SPRAY

DEODORANT

BILLS

STAMPS

MIRROR BANDAIDES

SEWING KIT

MOUTHWASH/BREATH SPRAY

SOCIAL SECURITY CARD

TRAVELERS’CHECK

MONEY ACCESS CARD

PAPER CLIPS

DRIVERS LICENSE

FAMILY PICTURES

LIPSTICK

PERFUME

HANDKERCHEIF

SAFETY PINS

GIFT CERTIFICATE

SALES SLIPS

JEWELRY

GLASSES

TOOTHPICK

BREATHE MINTS

GREETING CARDS

RUBBER BANDS

PHONE












TOTAL  $ ______
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FOOD

TOOTHPASTE

HAND CREAM

EYE DROPS

MONEY

CREDIT CARDS

COMB/BRUSH

NAIL FILE

FINGERNAIL POLISH

PRESCRIPTION MEDINCINE

TICKETS/PLANE, TRAIN, THEATER

GUM

NOTEBOOK/NOTE PAPER

MAKEUP

LISTS

BADGE/NAME CARDS

TOYS

RAIN HAT

CALCULATOR

CAMERA/FILM

BUTTONS

NAIL CLIPPERS/FILE

Electronic Mania                  [image: image5.png]



If you thought your passion for electronic gizmos and gadgets would benefit AMA Foundation, think again. To determine your donation, simply multiply the number of items you own in each category by the dollar amount indicated and enter the totals into the column provided. Once you’ve completed the questionnaire, tally the column and make out a check for the amount indicated to the AMA Foundation.  

In your home………
Television sets


$5 each
_____




VHS/DVD



$2 each
_____ 

Stereo console


$5

_____


Turntable


$2

_____


Cassette player

$2

_____



Compact disk player
$2

_____

Headset


$2

_____

Microphone


$1

_____

Cordless phone


$3

_____

Caller ID



$3

_____                

Cell phone



$5

_____                                                                            

Answering machine

$5

_____

Personal computer

$5

_____





Printer



$3

_____

Fax




$3

_____ 





Total
          $_____    

