Alliance Award Winners

We had an outstanding crop of award entries for the Prestige Awards Health Awareness Promotion (HAP) Legislative Education and Awareness Promotion (LEAP), and The Membership Development Project (MDP) categories.  Following are profiles of the winners.
 
HAP Awards
 
Community Service  -  Winner
 
Project: Treat the Troops: Mental Health Matters
Alliance: Indiana State Medical Association Alliance
Project Summary: Project to raise awareness about the United States Military and its family suffering from the effects of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) as a result of many and multiple deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Our Treat the Troops: Mental Health Matters project is unique because it successfully has joined the hands of Alliances across the state, our state medical society, the state government, our school of medicine, the VA Hospital and the military to collectively address this issue. We are unaware of any other state that has aligned these forces. Our project provides a new solution to a very timely and serious existing problem, and can, in part, be easily replicated. The Resolutions can be easily submitted, and the PTSD Screening Tool can be utilized in the care of patients nationwide.
 
Winner
 
Project: The Lucky Hearts Campaign
Alliance: Mecklenburg Medical Alliance and Endowment, North Carolina
Project Summary: Lucky Hearts is collaboration between our Alliance and MEDIC our county's EMS agency to drive the awareness and importance of cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and the use of automated external defibrillators (AED) in a cardiac emergency. 
 
In honor of our 75th anniversary we purchased 62 AED's at a cost of $75,000. The AED's were to be distributed to organizations in the community.
 
The donation also includes CPR and AED training. We wanted to be sure that in the event of a cardiac emergency someone would know how to use the AED.
 
Honorable Mention
 
Project: Empty Bowls
Alliance: Greenwood County Medical Alliance, South Carolina
Project Summary:  Empty Bowls is a project designed to raise awareness of hunger in a community and to do something about it. We chose to put on a dinner to raise money to donate to the local Soup Kitchen.  Our target audience was members of the community who had never visited the Soup Kitchen or heard about the need it fulfilled.  All food, supplies and services used in the project were donated.  One hundred percent of the proceeds went to the Soup Kitchen to be used in providing meals for the hungry.
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Honorable Mention
 
Project: Community Health Fair
Alliance: Danville Pittsylvania Academy of Medicine Alliance, Virginia
Project Summary: In keeping with our Alliance tradition of organizing Philanthropic endeavors, the Alliance wanted to provide health screening and education to our community. Such an event was never organized in this community before. The prevalence of cardiovascular diseases is very high in our community. Since many people with insurance do not access care, the target audience was broadened to include all people irrespective of health coverage. This was more relevant to our community hit by a bad economy.  The services were offered at no cost. 
 
Fundraising - Winner
 
Project: Fashion Fabulous
Alliance: Madison County Medical Alliance, Alabama
Project Summary: A luncheon and fashion show/jewelry raffle/makeover held at a local hotel ballroom, featuring a three-course meal provided by a nationally known restaurant. 
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A luncheon and fashion show was held at a local hotel ballroom, featuring a three-course meal provided by a nationally known restaurant. The event was advertised in local radio, television and print media outlets, including the alliance newsletter. Co-sponsors of the event were local physicians, banks, hospital, insurance and real estate agents. Local boutiques and trunk show vendors furnished fashions. The show was directed by a regional modeling agency utilizing professional models as well as local children. Hair and cosmetics were styled by an area salon and day spa.
 


Honorable Mention - Project: 
 
"A Totally Wicked Evening"
Alliance: Summit County Medical Alliance, Ohio
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Project Summary: "Wicked," the Broadway musical, inspired our Alliance president and we incorporated the theme of "Helping Others by Doing Good" into our event  "A Totally Wicked Evening."

SAVE
 
Winner - SAVE
 
Project: Hands Are Not For Hitting Banner Project and S.A.V.E. 
Alliance: Mesa County Medical Society Alliance, Colorado
Project Summary: Alliance Brings SAVE to Community
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Our Alliance has been involved with SAVE soon after its inception in 1995.  Its initial effort to bring SAVE to the local community was to donate the I Can Choose activity books to local elementary schools.  To increase the impact and educational value of SAVE, the Alliance created a Hands Are Not for Hitting Project for the second grade classrooms in the community providing a toolkit containing banner materials and tempera paint for the 2nd graders to make a classroom Hands Are Not for Hitting banner.  Also included in the toolkit are placemats, Hands Are Not for Hitting workbooks, flash cards, stickers, music tape, a Hands Are Not for Hitting T-shirt, and a lesson plan. 
 
Other Entries
 
Project: Soccer Head Gear, It's a No Brainer
Alliance: Pennsylvania Medical Society Alliance
  
Project: Healthwork! Lighten-Up Running is Fun/ Exercise is Fun
Alliance: Lee County Medical Alliance, Mississippi
 
Project: TAPP Women's Health Education Program
Alliance: Collier County Medical Society Alliance, Florida
 
Project: "Posters for Pediatricians" Bike Safety Program
Alliance: Greenville County Medical Society Alliance, South Carolina
 
Project: "New Year, New You" Focus on Fitness
Alliance: South Mississippi Medical Alliance-Hattiesburg Unit
 
Project: Healthy Halloween Treats
Alliance: The Alliance with the Medical Society of the County of Schenectady, 
New York
 
Project: United We Stand
Alliance: San Joaquin County Medical Society Alliance, California
 
Project: Nurse Family Partnership S.A.V.E. Meeting and Baby Item Drive
Alliance: Greenville County Medical Society Alliance, South Carolina

LEAP
 
Winner - State category 
Project:  White Coat Rally
Alliance:  Michigan State Medical Society Alliance 
Project Summary:  Campaign to demonstrate to state legislators how much opposition there was to a proposed physician tax bill.
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In October 2009, despite a huge grassroots effort, the Sate House of Representatives 56-52 in favor of a 3 percent tax on the gross receipts of physicians.  The fate of the physician tax bill, known officially as the "Quality Assurance Assessment Program" (QAAP), fell into the hands of our senators.  The State medical society organized a "White Coat Rally" to educate lawmakers and provide a "powerful visual statement" that physicians were united in their opposition to this tax.  On Tuesday, October 20, more than 1,000 physicians, staff, and Alliance members from across the state donned white coats and flocked the state's capitol city to rally on the steps of the Capitol building. IN addition, rally participants packed the Senate Appropriation Community Health Subcommittee meeting.  It was standing room only for the undeniable, rock-solid testimony given by the state medical society president and the state medical society's immediate past president.  On October 28, the Senate voted 32-4 to reject the proposed tax on physicians.
 
Winner - County category
Project:  Fit 4 Change - Fitness Challenge 
Alliance:  Central Medical Society Alliance in Mississippi for their earlier this year.
Project Summary:  Fitness challenge designed to help participants make a personal lifestyle change in the areas of diet, exercise, and overall healthy living.
 
During the 2010 legislative session, "Fit 4 Change" was an 11-week fitness challenge designed to help participants make a personal lifestyle change in the areas of diet, exercise, and overall healthy living.  Four teams consisting of members of the state legislature, governor's office, and civilians competed against each other and themselves to lose weight and motivate other people in the state to follow their example. Approximately, 130 people signed up for the program, which included workout and training sessions offered Tuesday - Friday at 5 am, 6 am, and 8:30 am.  For every practicing government leader, a deserving civilian was chosen to participate in Fit 4 Change at no cost.  Each week, both the individual and the team with the greatest percentage of  weight loss was recognized at the state capitol.  A monetary donation from the Victory Sports Foundation, a non-profit organization designed to promote amateur sports and fitness in the state, was given to the physical education program of  a designated public school in the district of the weekly winner and a traveling granite trophy designed in the shape of the state moved from chamber to chamber for the weekly team member.
 
Other Entries:
Project:  Relating with your Representative
Alliance:  Nueces County Medical Society Alliance, 
Project:
Alliance: Virginia Beach Medical Society of Virginia Alliance
 
MDP -  Winner
Project:  One Member at a Time
Alliance:  Vigo County Medical Association
Project Summary: An effort focused on recapturing former members
 
This effort focused on recapturing past members.  The alliance sent out a  mailing that addressed each former member with a personal note inviting them to join and reminding them of the alliance's programs.  This mailing was followed up with phone calls inviting them to attend a meeting, where they were asked to re-join the alliance. They continued to call and email, reminding members of the upcoming events and meetings.  The alliance had more than doubled its membership by early November but still continued to pursue past members to join, as well as to pursue new members via a physician list obtained from a local hospital. The final result was a nearly 200 percent membership increase over the previous year.
 
Since 1974, Project Bank: The Encyclopedia of Public Health and Community Projects has become the single most comprehensive tool the AMA Alliance offers to assist state and county Alliances in planning and implementing projects and programs. Project Bank and it's annual addendums contain almost 600 projects that have been conducted by state and county Alliances throughout the country.  Check it out at http://www.amaalliance.org/site/epage/40331_625.htm.

FOUNDATION

Tennessee was recognized for raising the most funds of any state for Foundation programs this year—More than $50,000.
