Annual Meeting Installation Address Tuesday June 21, 2011

Good Afternoon.

Thank you, Dr. Wilson for the outstanding installation.  I appreciate you and Dr. Carmel for taking time from your busy schedules - I am honored to have you both attend.  I also would like to welcome Mrs. Wilson and thank you for attending.  Also special guests are AMA past presidents from Louisiana - Dr. Donald Palmisano, and Dr. Daniel H. Johnson, Jr. (Stormy) and of course, Mrs. Robin Palmisano; the LA AMA Delegates, Dr. Dean Griffen, President; LA Alliance members from state and my local alliances, our chair of the delegation, Marci Freeman, and current president, Alma Rozeman; special friends, and family members who have travelled to support me.  

I proudly introduce my brother and sister-in-law, Curtis and Toni Sewell; special friends from Louisiana - Dr. Rosemary Stage and Mr. Ben Hanchey; my local Alliance President and past president – Melissa Smith and Amanda McDonald; and my number-one supporter and the reason I am here today, my husband, Bob.

First, I thank all of you, Alliance Members representing the many state and local Alliances for attending this landmark annual meeting.  This landmark Alliance meeting is the first meeting of the new format for our Annual Meetings.  All AMA Alliance members are eligible to attend and be able to vote.  And, to be honest, our leaders were very concerned about what the attendance would be this year, but we have a remarkable 160 members registered and attending.

When I think of the Alliance and what we are today, I think of the Alliance members and leaders who came before us.  These physicians and their spouses had the vision and pioneering spirit to recognize the need for an organization to support physicians and to recognize the charitable and health needs in their communities.  The physicians played a vital part in bringing about the Alliance.  Even in these early years it was a partnership between the medical associations’ members and their spouses that made this national organization possible.  
The first Alliances were organized in counties in the states of Minnesota and South Dakota in 1910 – followed by Oklahoma and Texas 1917.   Then in 1922, president of the Texas State Auxiliary, a forward thinking and visionary leader, initiated this movement  to organizing a nationwide auxiliary which then became the Woman’s Auxiliary to the American Medical Association. By 1960, members had gained a reputation for community service and action, with estimated total volunteer hours of more than 3 million.  
  In 1975-76 under Hazel Lewis directorship, the name was changed to American Medical Association Auxiliary and our first Leadership Training Confluence was held; Our name was again changed in the 90’s, – this time to American Medical Association Alliance.  We thank Hazel Lewis leadership and executive talents for directing this organization into the future which is now.

Most of you are aware of where we have been, and where we are now -
· What is our future?

For all alliances to meet these challenges, we must work together at all of these levels – “Together we are Stronger”, and we must identify what our members need from the Alliance.  

The AMA Alliance is proud of its history and committed to honor its past by building on our organization’s successes.  The Alliance’s current strategic direction calls for a return to our roots - the care and support of those who live within the family of medicine.  The Alliance is the only national organization dedicated to helping our members cope with and thrive in the medical family setting.  

We developed and approved a new three-year strategic plan in 2009, and have scheduled another strategic planning session in September just prior to our Leadership Development Conference scheduled for Sept 30 – Oct 2 at the Downtown Marriott Hotel.  As we look to the future we will continue to partner and work with the AMA in ways that we can better serve the AMA members and our members.  We will continue to support AMA health initiatives. In achieving those aims, we have worked closely this year with the AMA’s Preventive Medicine & Public Health division on programs related to physician wellness and resiliency. 
So when did my relationship with medicine begin – as a teenager I actually dreamed of becoming a nurse – two of my cousins had studied nursing and I want their type of career. My first interest in medical field was from the stories told about some of our family members.
As a little girl, I heard the stories of a great-grandfather who served as a medic in the Civil War at Vicksburg and some of the tales of his experience.  I grew up in area that is one of the most northern tips of Louisiana and along the state line with Arkansas. In the early 1900’s, this area was still very rural.  Several of my family members were country doctors - practicing in the “horse and buggy” days.  One of my relatives actually rode horse back to make house calls – and so the story goes that his horse knew the way home so on this one house call that extended until after dark – he actually woke up when his horse crossed a stream on his way home.  One of his grandsons is a practicing physician in Shreveport.  

 Another story about having the pioneering spirit and being visionary is about a little girl who traveled with her parents in a covered wagon from central Iowa to eastern Colorado in 1880’s.  They settled there and became a prominent family owning the general store.  She graduated high school and married the “hired hand” who had moved from Wisconsin just 2 or 3 years before.  Several years later when her children had left home, she decided she would study nursing since the only doctor in town did not have a nurse for his clinic.  With nursing school being 150 miles away in Denver, she took a correspondence course from the Chicago School of Nursing, graduating in 1929 and began working as the nurse in this country clinic.  She then realized that many of the expectant mothers from the outlying areas needed a doctor closer by rather than miles from the physician at delivery time.  She opened her home to these expectant mothers – and the physician was able to deliver the patients in a town setting.  This lady influenced two grandsons, three great-grandsons, a niece-in-law, and a Vietnamese immigrant to study medicine. This amazing lady was Bob’s Grandmother.  I can imagine what she would have done as an Alliance member.
My Alliance journey has been amazing and what now seems to be a lifelong Alliance volunteering experience.  Bob and I had been married only for a short time when he mentioned that I must join the Alliance.  As I recall it was more of a command than a suggestion.  Being in a new city, he pointed out that I would meet other physicians’ families and could participate in community activities through the Alliance’s health projects.  So he telephoned a friend and off I went on this new adventure.  His friend was busy that day with her duties at the meeting so I was left to my own devices – this situation was very intimidating to a young bride of 27.  Not knowing what exactly the Alliance was or meant - I went to my first Alliance meeting only knowing one person.  Not to be discouraged I worked on numerous projects and fundraisers and became more and more involved with the Alliance’s activities. 
What was my attraction for the Alliance? 
Medical Families and the patients  
I would like to tell you about a heartwarming story about Alliance members who saw a need and through their personal efforts came to the rescue.  The Shreveport Medical Alliance was organized in 1928 by an outstanding lady who was one of the founders of the State Alliance and then served as president of Southern Medical Assoc Alliance, and served at the AMA Alliance level before coming president in 1950. (She was our first LA AMA Alliance President and the only one until now.) At the local state tuberlosis sanitarium, children of the patients were required to move to the hospital with their mothers or parents and actually lived on the campus of the facility.  There was not a school for the children and they were not allowed to attend public schools.  Alliance members recognized this need, then organized, and received permission to set up the school. Initially Alliance members funded the school and taught the subjects to the children, and then as their funds improved the Alliance hired regular teachers and were able to establish a school at the hospital.  
For me, personally, it was the participants or patients at a Health Fair or some other type of health educational program, and it was the friendship in working on these health projects together.  Physicians volunteered their time to provide screening for these patients who might not receive the care otherwise.  In the 80’s my local Bossier Parish Alliance sponsored a Therapeutic Horseback Riding program for the Disabled.  This program was featured in the Alliance magazine – Oh!!  Did I mention rewarding when that big smile covered the faces of these children and young adults - and their joy and excitement of being able to ride a horse – just the fact they were on the horse (though the attendant was walking beside the horse and helping hold them upright)  
Another one of my first impressions of the Alliance was the AMA Foundation Scholars Fund sharing card fundraiser.  I have to admit that I have been truly a softy for the medical students who thanked us for scholarships they received.  
In ’87,  I attended my first leadership development conference and was so very impressed with quality of the presentations and the skills training – I enjoyed networking with Alliance members from other states. 
 Another thing that caught my attention was how much we were appreciated by the AMA presidents – after the accolades for Alliance members – I just wanted to rush out and do more.  
My first year to serve on the AMA Alliance level was on Health Promotions Committee - I then realized the numerous community health projects throughout this country  - we were truly making a difference.

Believe me when I first became an Alliance Member I never dreamed that I would be a state president, and in my wildest dreams did I think about being AMA Alliance President. It was a steady volunteer life of being willing to serve the Alliance and the Family of Medicine.
Bob has mentioned numerous times that as my Alliance involvement increased the paper stacks around the house seemed to multiply remarkedly? Especially on the pool table.  
I thank you, Bob, for all of your support, advice, assistance, and love - from proofreading to loading the dishes in the dishwasher.  I hope you feel that you have actually learned a number of things about household engineering – especially the difference between dishwashing detergent and dishwasher detergent. Thank you – I love you.

I wholeheartedly thank all of my mentors and the many supporters through the years as I have moved through this incredible journey. 

I would like to close by relating a story about one of our male members - John Lovin, who we lost in 2009.  John became a leader as he worked in his local alliance in North Carolina and then became its president, then served as State President, and then became a leader on the AMA Alliance level.  He always had a knack for relating whatever we were trying to make a decision to a sports analogy.  John related several times to us that when he was growing up and as a young man his heroes were always sports players and sports figures.  After he joined the Alliance and realized the talent, dedication, and loyalty of its members – THEN ALLIANCE MEMBERS BECAME HIS HEROES. 

 TODAY, PHYSICIANS AND ALLIANCE MEMBERS ARE MY HEROES.
Thank you.
