Physicians and physician spouses, the core of the AMA Alliance, have the potential to shape legislative policy on local and national levels in the upcoming electoral season.  Together, we comprise approximately a half million voters.  However, we are a group that notoriously does not register nor vote in elections.  One statistic states that fewer than 50% of physicians and their spouses exercise their constitutional franchise.  Yet the medical profession and health care in general are so intimately subject to the political process that it is imperative that all doctors register and vote.
This year health care will be at the center of national debate.  Currently, one in seven people in the United States is either un- or under-insured.  That translates to 47 million Americans without coverage for illness or injury.  Prior to the sub prime mortgage crisis, medical bills were the leading cause of bankruptcy.  With skyrocketing premiums, more employers are unable to offer affordable coverage for employees; finding individual health insurance in the open market is even more expensive.  For a patient with a “pre-existing condition” coverage is often beyond financial reason, if it can be obtained at all.  Uninsured patients are flooding emergency rooms for minor illnesses that could normally be handled in physicians’ offices.  EMTALA rules forbid hospitals from turning away patients regardless of ability to pay.  In some cases, the patient is so ill by the time they reach the hospital that they must incur excessive expenses for conditions that could have been handled with routine medical care.  The AMA and the AMA Alliance are leading the battle to ensure that all Americans have adequate, affordable health insurance.
Many physicians are also negatively affected by the current Medicare reimbursement formula, known as the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR).  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) adjust reimbursements to physicians annually based on a number of variables, none of which reflect the true costs to run a practice.  Many physicians have already stopped accepting new Medicare enrollees at a time when Baby Boomers are reaching retirement age. The AMA Alliance, together with the AMA, want the SGR scrapped or a long-term fix found for this fundamentally flawed program.
So, what can YOU do to help the AMA Alliance?  It’s simple – register and vote this year!  Lend your voice to the thousands of other physician families across the country as we send a message to legislators everywhere that health care needs to be a major priority for all.  Remember, Together we ARE Stronger. 
