The Elevator Speech

There you are, riding the elevator at the Drake Hotel in Chicago with your huge Alliance name tag.  Sooner or later from a fellow passenger comes “The Question.”  What is the Alliance and what does it do?

What do you say? 

As with any presentation I suggest know your time frame, your material, and your audience.

On the elevator at the Drake, depending on how many floors traveled, you only have time for a quick sound bite of a couple sentences.  Your questioner might just be a businessperson making polite conversation but what a great moment for sharing your passion!

“The AMA Alliance is a grassroots volunteer organization affiliated with the American Medical Association that's dedicated to educating and advocating for healthier communities and lifestyles.”

That’s good!  If your questioner is still listening, why not mention, “In my county in California we are promoting Screen Out!, a movement to make movies that feature smoking R rated.”

Is he or she still listening?  Why not add that “most of our 25,000 members are spouses of physicians and physicians-in-training, and we include many physician-members who support and participate in our work in our communities.”

Done!

Now make your own “elevator speech” and practice it.  You might not be riding the elevator at the Drake very often but next time you are volunteering at your community health fair or meeting and greeting at your spouse’s specialty gathering, when “The Question” comes up you will be ready! 

242 words

